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EPISTLE READING
1Tim. 4: 9-15

T imothy, my son, the saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance. For to this
end we toil and suffer reproach, because
we have our hope set on the living God,
who is the Savior of all men, especially of
those who believe. Command and teach
these things. Let no one despise your youth,
but set the believers an example in speech
and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.
Till I come, attend to the public reading
of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do
not neglect the gift you have, which was
given you by prophetic utterance when
the council of elders laid their hands upon
you. Practice these duties, devote yourself
to them, so that all may see your progress.
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RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION
1°t Mode

hen the stone had been sealed by

the Jews, and while soldiers were
guarding your most pure Body, you rose,
O Saviour, on the third day, giving life to
the world; therefore the heavenly Powers
cried out to you, Giver of life: Glory to
your Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to your
Kingdom! Glory to your dispensation,
only Lover of mankind!



EYAITEAIKON ANATNOXMA
Aovk. 107, 1-10
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GOSPEL READING

Luke 19: 1-10

t that time, Jesus was passing

through Jericho. And there was a
man named Zacchaios; he was a chief
collector, and rich. And he sought to
see who Jesus was, but could not, on
account of the crowd, because he was
small of stature. So he ran on ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see
him, for he was to pass that way. And
when Jesus came to the place, he looked
up and said to him, «Zacchaios, make
haste and come down; for I must stay at
your house today». So he made haste and
came down, and received him joyfully.
And when they saw it they all murmured,
«He has gone in to be the guest of a man
who is a sinner». And Zacchaios stood
and said to the Lord, «Behold, Lord, the
half of my goods I give to the poor; and
if I have defrauded any one of anything,
I restore it fourfold». And Jesus said to
him, «Today salvation has come to this
house, since he also is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of man came to seek and to
save the lost».
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JESUS AND ZACCHAEUS

he Church todays gives us an important spiritual lesson from the first letter

of St Paul to Timothy, which is straightforward, yet strange, because the
lesson appears to be more readily applicable to the clergy than to the lay faithful.
There is a clear advice there for all of us, and an instructive programme. The
warning lies in St Paul’s pre-emptive stiffening of St Timothy’s resolution: Do not
permit anyone to hold you in contempt because of your youth. The people who think
they know better than their bishop or priest, even if they are young, will find
themselves on the wrong side of the argument against St Paul, when they come
to their judgment. All of us should be following the example of the clergy in our
lives, in our speech, our conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity. Yet, if the clergy



are to teach and exhort on the basis of continual study and the public reading of
scripture, this requires them to study and follow the scriptures and the rest us to
attend and to be receptive to their teaching.

This may not attract us at all. We may
be convinced that we are unsuited to |
follow scriptural studies, or any lectures on
theology or the moral law for a Christian. *
We have skills, but are uncomfortable in
the details of Church doctrine. Then let us
take our next lesson from Zacchaeus who,
having a good head for figures, became
the leading Tax collector, and was very
rich. But working for the occupying
Roman authority, he was ostracised by
the religious authorities, who classed
him as a public sinner and excluded from
Jewish society. Zacchaeus, hearing of the
approach of an unknown teacher called
Jesus who wrought miracles in returning
the sight to a blind beggar outside the city,
wanted to see this wonderworker, but was
severely disadvantaged by his small size,
being a very short man.

Undaunted, he climbed a tree to gain a vantage point to see when Jesus
approached. His humble eagerness was rewarded, not only in being noticed, but
being called by name, and singled out as the host from whom hospitality was
required. Unlike Philip the Apostle on his first encounter with Jesus, he does not
ask Jesus how he knows his name. He simply comes down and arranges everything
to make Jesus and his followers welcome at his house; which is criticised by the
neighbours and bystanders.

Zacchaeus defends himself with remarkable boldness. Who could survive
financially, by offering to compensate anyone they cheated by restoring their loss
four times over? Jesus himself announces that salvation has come to Zacchaeus’s
house, because it is his birth right as one of the people of God under the Covenant
with Abraham, but also because the Son of Man is come to seek out and save those
who are lost.

Let none of us despair because of our shortcomings, but climb the heights of
humility by repentance and confession of our sins, and a generous promise to
make amends before Christ, who came to save those who are lost.
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