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EPISTLE READING
1Tim. 1: 1517

T imothy, my son, the saying is sure
and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners. And I am the foremost of sinners;
but I received mercy for this reason,
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display his perfect patience for an
example to those who were to believe
in him for eternal life. To the King of
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God,
be honor and glory to the ages of ages.
Amen.
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RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION
Plagal of the 4" Mode

ou the Compassionate came down

from above, you accepted burial for
three days, that you might free us from
the passions. Our life and resurrection,
Lord, glory to you!

A bba Isidore said: “The wisdom of the Saints is that they recognized the will of

od; for a man overcomes all things through obedience to the truth, since he is an
image and likeness of God. The most fearful of all the passions is for one to follow his
own heart, that is, to obey his own will and not the law of God. This passion appears,
at the outset, to afford a man some respite, but later it turns into mourning inside him,
because he has lost sight of the mystery of the Divine oeconomy and has not found
the way of God, that he might walk therein.”

From the Gerontikon



EYAITEAIKON ANATNQXMA GOSPEL READING

Aovk.1n’, 35-43 Luke 18: 35-43
® Kap® éxeivey, éyéveto év td t that time, as Jesus drew near to
gyyilewv TV 'Incodv ei¢ Tepixw Jericho, a blind man was sitting by

ToAéC TIC €kdONTO Tapd TV 6dov the roadside begging; and hearing a
npooalt@®v: Gkoboac 8¢ Eylov Sia- multitude going by,_ he inquired what this
opevopévou émuvldvero ti in tagra, Meant. They told him, Jesus of Nazareth
dmriyyethav 8¢ adt® 811 ‘Incodg 6 IS passing by». And he cried, «Jesus, Son
Nalwpaiog napépxetat. kol Eénoe Aéywv: of David, hz_:lve mercy on me!»..And thgse
'Incod vit Aauid, EAéncéy e kal ol who were in front rebuked him, telling
rpodyove Emetipwv abt v owwmrion: him to be silent; but he cried out all the
adTdC 52 TOAAG uEAAOY Ekpaley: Ll more, «Son of David, have mercy on me!».

AGULS. ENENGSY we. oTabele S & Tnood And Jesus stopped, and commanded him
o 0s EAETIOOV UE. OTAVELG OF O IOVS 4 e brought to him; and when he came
gkélevoev abToV axOfival mpog avTdv.

EvicavToc 52 abtod Emnodrnoey abrdy 1 he asked him, «What do you want
YY o5 , NPWTNCEV 5 me to do for you?». He said, «Lord, let me
Aéywv: ti oot BéAeig Torjow; 6 d¢ eime

e Sa dvaBAE A receive my sight». And Jesus said to him,
Kupte, tva &vap €. ka1 0 NOOVG EIMEV  Receive your sight; your faith has made
vty dvaBAeov: i) mioTic 60U GECWKE GE.  yoy welly, And immediately he received

K?“l ’E“P“XPﬁP“ &‘Véﬁ)‘e}l?s’ ‘“’fi ﬁl“))}mje‘s‘ his sight and followed him, glorifying God;
avTd Sogdlwv TOV ©€6V" ki G 0 Aa0G  and all the people, when they saw it, gave
dwv Edwkev aivov TH Oe®. praise to God.

EPMHNEIA EYAITEAIKOY ANATNQEMATOX
«HIIPOZEYXH TOY IHXOY»
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

hen we read this account of the healing of a blind man we are confronted
with a question to which we can never know the answer: how much did the
blind man know about our Lord before he encountered him? It is clear that Christ was
known by reputation. When the blind man asks about the cause of the crowd
and disturbance around him he is answered in a way that shows that Christ was



well known: “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by” (Luk. 18, 37). A first name, which was
a fairly common name at the time, and a place of origin were sufficient. But the
blind man, despite his lack of physical sight, seems to have understood much
more. He was gifted with spiritual sight.

He knew, perhaps by previous reports, that our Lord was descended from
King David. But he also understood far more than that. Our Lord was not merely
descended from David, but was the Anointed One (Messiahs, Christos) who was
to be the new king to lead the people to a new kingdom. This is shown by the
way he addresses our Lord: “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me” (Luk. 18, 38).
Using the title “son of David” shows that he understood that our Lord was not
merely some distant relative of King David but his true heir, the one who was
to restore the kingdom.

The blind man, however, goes further. He recognizes our Lord as having divine
power. Only God can truly have mercy, so by saying “have mercy on me” the
blind man shows his spiritual insight that Christ is truly divine as well as human.
Despite all the noise of the crowd our Lord hears this one voice that recognizes
him, and stops to speak to him. He asks him specifically what he wants. This
is so that it would be clear that our Lord was responding to a specific request.
Saint Theophylact spells this out: “He asks this question, not in ignorance of
what the blind man wanted, but so that it would not appear to the others who
were present that the Lord gave something different from what the man wanted”
(Explanation of the Holy Gospel According to St Luke, Ch. 18).

The man asked for physical sight. In the society in which he lived most blind
and other disabled people were not able to work for their living, lacking the
necessary resources and support, and so were reduced to begging. By gaining
his sight the blind man would be able to work and contribute to the welfare of
others rather than depending on them for his welfare. Our Lord responds by
giving the man his sight, with the words: “your faith has made you whole”. Saint
Theophylact notes on this: “We may learn from this that when we ask with faith, God
does not give something other than what we ask for, but the very same thing. However,
when we ask for one thing and receive something else, it is clear that either we did not
make a good request or we did not ask in faith” (see above). We have to ask for the
right thing if we are to receive it. Too often, perhaps, we are disappointed in
our requests to God, when we are simply asking for the wrong thing - what we
think we want rather than what is beneficial to us in our relationship to God.

Let us pray that we may direct our prayers to God, asking for his help in
allowing us to grow in faith, recognizing his love and his power, and, whatever
we receive, giving thanks like the blind man, following Christ and “glorifying

God” (Luk. 18, 43).
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