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EPISTLE READING
Heb. 2: 2: 10

rethren, if the message declared

by angels was valid and every
transgression or disobedience received
a just retribution, how shall we escape if
we neglect such a great salvation? It was
declared at first by the Lord, and it was
attested to us by those who heard him,
while God also bore witness by signs and
wonders and various miracles and by gifts
of the Holy Spirit distributed according
to his own will. For it was not to angels
that God subjected the world to come, of
which we are speaking. It has been testified
somewhere, «What is man that thou art
mindful of him, or the son of man, that thou
carest for him? Thou didst make him for a
little while lower than the angels, thou hast
crowned him with glory and honor, putting
everything in subjection under his feet».
Now in putting everything in subjection
to him, he left nothing outside his control.
As it is, we do not yet see everything in
subjection to him. But we see Jesus, who
for a little while was made lower than the
angels, crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that
by the grace of God he might taste death
for every one. For it was fitting that he,
for whom and by whom all things exist,
in bringing many sons to glory, should
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through suffering,
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GOSPEL READING

Luke 8: 41-56

Q t that time, there came to Jesus a man
amed Jairus, who was a ruler of the
synagogue; and falling at Jesus’ feet he
besought him to come to his house, for he
had an only daughter, about twelve years
of age, and she was dying. As he went, the
people pressed round him. And a woman
who had had a flow of blood for twelve years
and had spent all her living upon physicians
and could not be healed by anyone, came
up behind him, and touched the fringe of
his garment; and immediately her flow of
blood ceased. And Jesus said, «Who was it
that touched me?» When all denied it, Peter
and those who were with him said, «Master,
the multitudes surround you and press upon
you!» But Jesus said, «Some one touched me;
for I perceive that power has gone forth from
me.» And when the woman saw that she was
not hidden, she came trembling, and falling
down before him declared in the presence
of all the people why she had touched him,
and how she had been immediately healed.
And he said to her, «Daughter, your faith has
made you well; go in peace.» While he was
still speaking, a man from the ruler’s house
came and said, «Your daughter is dead; do
not trouble the Teacher any more.» But Jesus
on hearing this answered him, «Do not fear;
only believe, and she shall be well.» And
when he came to the house, he permitted no
one to enter with him, except Peter and John
and James, and the father and mother of the
child. And all were weeping and bewailing
her; but he said, «<Do not weep; for she is not
dead but sleeping.» And they laughed at him,
knowing that she was dead. But taking her
by the hand he called, saying, «Child, arise.»
And her spirit returned, and she got up at
once; and he directed that something should
be given her to eat. And her parents were
amazed; but he charged them to tell no one

what had happened.
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SERMON ON THE SALVATION OF OUR SOULS IN CHRIST

ow shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?’ This is a startling and unsettling

question. In being a member of the Orthodox Church, we are not participating in
some kind of religious game. We are not members of a religious club. We are not here
for social networking and status building. Church is serious business. It is the business
of salvation. And we are clearly being taught that there are consequences if we neglect
it. That is the stark reality, much as it may discomfort us in this age where the prevailing
ethos is that every individual can be what they want to be and do what they want to do
without reference to anyone else and without care for the consequences. If we think
like that as members of the Church, we are frankly deceiving ourselves.

And how great is salvation indeed! The rescue effected by Christ our Lord is not from
wars, nor will He bestow on us the earth and its good things, says St John Chrysostom,
but ‘rather it will be the dissolution of death, the destruction of the devil, the kingdom
of heaven, everlasting life’ (On the Epistle to the Hebrews 3.6).

The problem is that it is all too easy to fall away from the path of salvation, and all
too difficult to get back on track once that has happened, in that we got there in the first
place by wilful negligence. Slippage starts when good and godly habits begin to go by
the board: “I don’t think we’ve got time to go to church this morning, there are just too
many other things to do”. But do we not always find time for what we really want to do?
Is it not simply a question of priorities? It is when the screen becomes more attractive
than the prayer book, Bible and Lives of the Saints. It is when we begin to substitute
worldly conversation with ‘friends’ in place of spiritually uplifting conversation with our
brothers and sisters in Christ. It is when we start thinking, “I can’t afford to give to the
Church or help the poor”, when what we are really up to is diverting resources to our
entertainment and pleasures. Beware when good habits start to erode. Drift is beginning.

The best way for us to guard against such drift is to cultivate humility of heart, whereby
we constantly remind ourselves of the gifts and good things God has showered upon
us, despite not deserving any of them. The good and godly habits are not then matters
of grim duty, but our grateful response to the grace of our God. But they are only the
handrails to keep us on track, remember, not the inner disposition.

To get that right, ‘endeavour to be lifted up but a little from the earth’, says St Symeon
the New Theologian (Discourse 5.25). This means getting evil thoughts out of our minds
and contemplating the freedom Christ our God has bestowed on us. And that, says the
Saint, inoculates us from wanting to go back down again into our former slavery to
sin and the fleshly mind. We will be spurred on to watchfulness and prayer ‘until we
depart for the bliss that lies beyond and obtain the promised blessings, by the grace
and lovingkindness of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom all glory is due for ever and ever.
Amen’. May we all keep carefully to the path of so great a salvation which is set before us,
turning neither to the right nor to the left, and arrive safely at this glorious destination!
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