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aywwodvny év eoPw Beod.

EPISTLE READING
2Cor. 6:16-7:1

rethren, you are the temple of the

living God; as God said, «I will live
in them and move among them, and I
will be their God, and they shall be my
people. Therefore come out from them,
and be separate from them, says the Lord,
and touch nothing unclean; then I will
welcome you, and I will be a father to you,
and you shall be my sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty». Since we have
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from every defilement of body
and spirit, and make holiness perfect in
the fear of God.

he lack of the gift of shyness means the destruction of civilization. Without the

delicacy to the other, without the continuous attention in avoiding sin, without
separating from the worldly matters and focusing on the law of God we will not be
saved from the shadow of death and will not have the good news of the incarnation
of the son of God in our hearts.

hyness is a great natural gift of God, of which today only ruins are left because

people count shyness and shame only as a social phenomenon trying to analyze
it outside of God’s love and eternal life. Thus God withdraws, respecting our freedom,
and therefore we are condemned to blind ourselves in a society from which shame
disappears quickly. Let us not forget, however, that complete lack of shame is the first
symptom of stupidity as a definite proof of the darkness of the mind caused by total
trust in one’s own loneliness.



EYAITEAIKON ANATNQXMA
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GOSPEL READING

Luke 6: 31-36
he Lord said, «As you wish that
men would do to you, do so to
them. If you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. And

a0ToUG dyan@ot. Kai éav dyabomotfte
T0UG dyabomolodvtag VUGS, moia Ouiv
Xap1g €oti; kol yap ol apaptwAol o
a0t motovot. kKai éav daveilnte map’
GV éArilete dmoAapeiv, ol Ouiv xdpig
€oti; kal yap apaptwAol apaptwAoig
daveifovowv iva droAdfwor ta Toa.
ANV adyandte tovg €xOpolg DuGV
Kai dyaBomoteite kai daveilete undev
aneAmiovteg, kai £otat O P1o06g VUGV
oAU, Kai £0e00e viol UioTov, 6TL AlTOg
Xpnotdg €otiv €mi Tovg axapioToug Kal
novnpodg. T'iveoOe 0OV oiktippoveg,
KaBwg Kal O Tatrp VPQV oiktipuwy éoti.

if you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. And if you
lend to those from whom you hope
to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive
as much again. But love your enemies,
and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return; and your reward
will be great, and you will be sons of
the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful,
even as your Father is merciful.»
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

We are told in the Gospel reading today to “love our enemies”. This would seem
to be entirely contrary to our normal instincts, because far from loving our
enemies, we tend to hate them! And it is for this reason that this command of the Lord
is called one of the “hard sayings” of Jesus. _
But, in the passage demonstrates a contrast, = g w vywu W Sl T A
a contrast between our feeble love and that ea ' “a
of God. It helps us to understand the mercy '
and love of God.

The important verse in the reading, is the
last verse, “Be merciful even as your Father is + g
merciful”. It refers of course to God. God is our
Father and he is merciful. Now the Greek word
that is used here is not the familiar “eleison” s
that we hear over and over again in the Liturgy
and the other services of the Church, itis the
word “oiktirmon” which we do hear in the &
services, but nothing like as often. It can be 3
translated as “mercy”, but as often as not itis ¥
translated as “pity” or “compassion”. Mercy
is a difficult word in English as it implies a §
situation like a judge who doesn’t give you
the sentence of ten years for the crime you
have committed but gives you only five. Or the |
king who instead of having a person executed |
spares them for a life as a slave!

Oi év Kvmpw Siadapyavteg Ayior
Compassion or pity implies something All the Saints of Cyprus
much more positive. There is an element of



being “let off”, but it also means philanthropy, generous giving. And when we think of
our heavenly Father we should think of the one who gives us all sorts of good things,
which we in no way deserve.

God is compassionate and merciful and whatever it is that we have done he is prepared
to be merciful to us and forgive us when we repent. And thus this passage calls us to
follow him and to follow his example. If he is able to forgive then we to must learn to
do the same. Our forgiveness must not be given grudgingly but with the kind of love
that God shows to us. Is this possible?

It is possible, but one has to say that there are things which make it very difficult.
Sometimes when a person has been very badly treated by someone else and that person
is in no way sorry and shows no kind of repentance or remorse for what they have done
it can be very difficult. We need to be honest with ourselves: this can be a difficult
commandment.

Nevertheless we must try to do it. There are some things we can do which may help.
Let time to pass. This may get things into a more reasonable context. We must pray
for the person who has harmed us and we must try and think positively about them. A
good way to start, is to pray that there is nothing that we may do, which will jeopardise
their salvation. If we can do that, then we can learn to forgive them as God has forgiven
and as God forgives us.

Fr Stephen Maxfield
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Avarice. That’s according to Saint Paul, it is in fact idolatry,
because, in the end, let’s be honest with ourselves, we’ve turned to
idolatry wholeheartedly and enthusiastically. Avarice is typical of
our age. It’s a rejection of the worship of the true God. People who
are avaricious are indifferent to the legitimacy of the methods they
employ. Lack of faith takes on new and increasingly uncontrolled
forms. The virus of greed in today’s world has mutated and been
transmitted to all strata of society. Let us not fool ourselves that it’s
only the rich who belong to this category. It’s all classes. It’s just that
the have-nots live in the hope of acquiring things themselves. What
we call the consumer society has ended up as consumer hysteria.
The ideal and aim of people today in all social classes is to accumulate material goods,
unthinkingly, even though these are often superfluous. This greed, which is at the root
of today’s ecological crisis, was denounced 16 centuries ago by a great theologian, the
Father and Teacher of our Church, Saint Gregory of Nyssa. He stressed that we should
use, but not misuse. We should allow ourselves to enjoy, but within reason. We should
not become the ruination of all the creatures which live on land and in the sea.
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