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EPISTLE READING
Gal. 6:11-18

rethren, see with what large

letters I am writing to you with
my own hand. It is those who want to
make a good showing in the flesh that
would compel you to be circumcised,
and only in order that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ. For
even those who receive circumcision
do not themselves keep the law, but
they desire to have you circumcised
that they may glory in your flesh. But
far be it from me to glory except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
which the world has been crucified
to me, and I to the world. For neither
circumcision counts for anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation.
Peace and mercy be upon all who walk
by this rule, upon the Israel of God.
Henceforth let no man trouble me; for
I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

Here the earth is temporal: one day everything will burn and nothing will exist, neither the
earth nor heaven, nor anything else. Our lasting habitation is elsewhere, elsewhere our abode,
elsewhere is our homeland: eternal life. He who believes this and who really wants to be
Christ’s and to get to where he must get, to eternal life, has to drink the cup to the dregs, to the
last drop, in order to reach the end. That’s how he’ll find true life.
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GOSPEL READING

John 3:13-17

he Lord said, «No one has

ascended into heaven but he
who descended from heaven, the
Son of man who is in heaven. And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of man
be lifted up, that whoever believes
in him may have eternal life. «For
God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have
eternal life, For God sent the Son into
the world, not to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved
through himy.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

oday’s reading from St Paul’s epistle to the Galatians encourages us to focus
the attention of our hearts on the Cross of Christ. It means noticing that
God far from being selfish, sacrifices himself for his creatures. When Jesus was
thirty, he, the sinless God-Man, took upon himself all the sins of the world and
washed them away by his baptism in the Jordan. He was not washed by the water
of Jordan: the water of Jordan was washed by his presence. That is why often in
church we bless water by plunging the Cross of Christ into it.
Let us think a little more about what Jesus did. Instead of proclaiming, I am

God, I am in charge of everything, I control everything, he took into himself everything
that is wrong and painful, to the point of allowing the important people, the



politicians and religious leaders, to humiliate him,
make him suffer, and murder him by nailing him to
a Cross. God always fills our suffering world with his |
love. God always takes the humblest place. God never |
says, look at me, I am so important! '

At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus went
into the desert by the Dead Sea for forty days. The |
devil tried to convince him that he should try and |
rule the whole world, but Christ rebuked the devil,
saying that seeking power in this world would involve
him in making a deal with Satan. God alone must be
worshipped, not power or money. After that, Jesus
spent three years healing the sick, comforting those
rejected by others, teaching his disciples to be gentle
and loving and to reject self-importance. He taught us
never to divide people into two categories, them and us, but 1nstead to love even
our enemies. This is the challenge our Saviour has left us, calling us to see that his
Cross forbids us to seek power try to control others.

Now let us look at today’s Gospel (Joh. 3: 13-17). It reminds us that the light has
come into the world (3: 19), that is, the revelation of God. We know God when we
are aware that the Cross shows God’s nature: The Son of Man must be lifted up on
the Cross (3: 14), because God’s glory and joy is to take upon himself everything
that is dark in the world and transform it into eternal life. God so loved the world...
that he did not send his Son to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him (3: 16-17). Our salvation is through faith in Christ, which means
loving light and not darkness (3: 19). Light and love are the same thing. Love is
patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in
the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends (1 Cor. 13: 4-8).

The Christian Gospel makes demands on us: Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you (Luk. 6: 27). In
baptism, we are plunged into the death of Christ. A baptised Christian’s ego is
dead, and says like Saint Paul, it is no longer Iwho live, but Christ who lives in me (Gal. 2:
20). Receiving Communion, we become one with the Crucified Lord. Communion
gives us eternal life, but the price is high! In his first Epistle to the Corinthians
Saint Paul reminds us that, all who eat and drink [Communion] without discerning
the body [without realising that Communion implies dying with Christ] eat and
drink judgement against themselves (1 Cor. 11: 29). Let us have gratitude for the gift
of eternal life. Let us be humble and generous. Amen.
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